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The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held in the Council room of West 

Point City Hall October 12, 2015 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor A. Drew Ferguson IV 

presiding. 

 

Members Present:     Members Absent: 

Councilmember Joseph R. Downs III   Councilmember Gloria R. Marshall 

Councilmember Gerald W. Ledbetter  

Councilmember Sandra Thornton 

Councilmember Steven M. Tramell  

Councilmember Benjamin F. Wilcox 

 

Mayor Ferguson called Reiko Williams, Goodsell United Methodist Church for opening 

prayer. 

 

Mayor Ferguson led the Pledge of allegiance. 

 

Mayor Ferguson called the meeting of the Mayor and City Council to order and 

welcomed everyone.   

      

MINUTES 

 

Mayor Ferguson asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the September 14, 2015 

regular meeting. The motion was made by Councilmember Gerald W. Ledbetter and 

seconded by Councilmember Benjamin F. Wilcox; passed unanimously.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Councilmember Joseph R. Downs III presented the September financial report with the 

October cash position and forecast and made a motion to accept the report; motion 

seconded by Councilmember Steven M. Tramell and passed unanimously.  

 

AGENDA 

Mayor Ferguson reviewed the listed agenda and asked for a motion to approve the 

agenda. Councilmember Gerald W. Ledbetter made said motion and seconded by 

Councilmember Joseph R. Downs III; passed unanimously. 
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ANNEXATION & REZONING ORDINANCE FOR WILLIE BARBER 

 

Mayor Ferguson asked for a motion to grant the request by Mr. Willie Barber III to annex 

2 acres on Old West Point Road near Highway 103 into the City of West Point. The 

zoning being requested is RI-A (Single-Family Residential). The West Point Planning 

Board reviewed the request and recommends the annexation. Councilmember Gerald W. 

Ledbetter made said motion seconded by Councilmember Joseph R. Downs III; passed 

unanimously. 

  

ANNEXATION & REZONING ORDINANCE FOR CITY OF WEST POINT 

 

Mayor Ferguson asked for a motion to annex .5 acres on Old West Point Road near 

Highway 103 into the City of West Point. The City of West Point currently owns the 

land. The zoning being requested is MXD-1 (Mixed Use res/com). The parcel # is 006 

051B land lot 226 located in the 5th District of Harris County. Councilmember Benjamin 

F. Wilcox made said motion seconded by Sandra Thornton; passed unanimously. 

 

ANNEXATION & REZONING ORDINANCE FOR HARRIS CO. 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

Mayor Ferguson asked for a motion to grant the request by Harris County Development 

Authority to annex 114.5 acres on Davidson Road near Highway 103 into the City of 

West Point. The zoning being requested is I-2 (Heavy Industrial). The parcel # is 006 006 

land lot 169 located in the 5th District of Harris County. Councilmember Steven M. 

Tramell made said motion seconded by Councilmember Gerald R. Ledbetter; passed 

unanimously. 

 

ANTE LITEM NOTICE – MATTHEW SENN, FALSE ARREST AND 

MALICIOUS PROSECTION 

 

Councilmember Sandra Thornton made a motion to deny an Ante Litem Notice filed by 

Mr. Matthew Senn demanding $100,000 as compensation for humiliation, incarceration 

and mental pain and suffering. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Gerald W. 

Ledbetter. Councilmember Benjamin F. Wilcox abstained from voting. The motion 

passed with the remaining members voted unanimously.  

 

FORWARD FUND REQUEST FROM CITY OF WEST POINT POLICE 

DEPARTMENT 

 

Councilmember Benjamin F. Wilcox made a motion to loan the City of West Point Police 

Department $280,000 for the renovation of a newly acquired property on West 9th Street 

formerly the telephone Company for the purpose of a Police Station. Councilmember 

Joseph R. Downs III seconded the motion; passed unanimously. 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RESOLUTION 

 

Councilmember Joseph R. Downs III read a resolution in a form of a motion to adopt the 

City of West Point 2015through 2035 Comprehensive Plan update. The Plan was 

prepared in accordance with the minimum standards and procedures for local 

comprehensive planning established by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989. The two 

required public hearing were conducted at West Point City Hall. Three Rivers Regional 

Commission and the Department of Community Affairs have reviewed the plan and find 

that it adequately addresses the minimum standards for Local Comprehensive Planning. 

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Benjamin F. Wilcox; passed 

unanimously. 

 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS PROCLAMATION 

 

Mayor Ferguson along with Councilmember Sandra Thornton read a proclamation 

proclaiming October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month in the City of West Point. 

Mayor Ferguson asked the Council and all Citizen of West Point to keep Councilmember 

Sandra Thornton in our prayers. Councilmember Thornton will undergo surgery on 

Tuesday, October 13, 2015. Councilmember Thornton thanked the Mayor and Council 

for their support.     

 

OTHER 

 

Mayor Ferguson also asked everyone to keep the family of Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley 

in our prayers. Mayor Crawley passed on October 6, 2015. Mayor Ferguson stated Mayor 

Crawley contributed to the growth and development of the Valley area and would be 

greatly missed.   

 

Mayor Ferguson recognized Chief Milton Smith and the West Point Fire Department for 

raising $4,079.00 for Best Friend for Life. 

 

Mayor Ferguson thanked Commissioner Jim Wood from Harris County for showing 

interest in West Point and attending the meetings. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

_______________________                             ______________________ 

         Richard McCoy                                                     A. Drew Ferguson IV 

             City Clerk                                                                        Mayor  


